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 Appendix 1 
 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 18 January 2018 
 

Transcript of Agenda Item 4 – Oral Update on the Mayor’s Report  
 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  The Mayor will now provide us with an update of up to five minutes 

in length on matters occurring since the publication of his report. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Happy new year to you, Chair -- 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Happy new year to you. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- and to everyone else here as well.  For the first time since modern 

records began, London is entering the third week of January without having breached legal limits for toxic 

nitrogen dioxide air pollution.  At long last, we are seeing some improvements in our toxic air, but much 

more needs to be done before Londoners can finally breathe a proper sigh of relief.  Despite objections from 

some Members of the Assembly, I have made it my priority to safeguard Londoners’ health by targeting the 

capital’s most polluted areas and I am taking bold action to transform London’s air.  We have introduced the 

T-Charge and are bringing forward the Ultra Low Emission Zone, ensuring Transport for London (TfL) has 

the funding it needs for its creation and expansion. 

 

However, I cannot stop this health crisis without more help.  Londoners deserve a government that wakes 

up to the scale of this problem and delivers tough new air quality legislation and resources so that legal 

limits are met all year round.  Today I have awarded £1.1 million to community projects across the capital to 

help them improve and create new local green spaces including a community garden following the tragic fire 

at Grenfell Tower.  Whether it is designing a new garden, planting trees or greening school playgrounds, 

these projects will transform local spaces, improve health and wellbeing and help clean up our toxic air. 

 

As part of our comprehensive plan to tackle knife crime, I have announced a further £1.4 million investment 

to fund more specialist youth workers in hospital accident and emergency departments (A&Es).  Youth 

support in major trauma centres has already made a difference to hundreds of young Londoners, helping 

them choose a different path away from violence.  By expanding this work into A&Es, we can reach even 

more, offering them help when they most desperately need it.  I am doing everything I can to tackle this 

scourge in our city and I announced additional funding to our police yesterday, but we all have a 

responsibility to give our young people the best chance in life.  The Government must stop shirking the 

responsibility and urgently deliver the funding necessary for the police to keep young Londoners safe and to 

tackle the root causes of violent crime if we are to bring to an end the tragic deaths we see on our streets. 

 

Finally, the independent expert analysis I commissioned revealed the potential economic risks and human 

costs at stake in the Brexit negotiations.  This analysis shows why the Government should now change its 

approach and negotiate a deal that enables us to remain in both the single market and the customs union. 

 

I have also been asked, Chair, for two oral updates, the first from the United Kingdom Independence Party 

(UKIP). 
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Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Yes, from Assembly Member Kurten. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Many Brits love both [the United States of] America and Americans, as I 

do.  My first trade visit was to the USA.  We are working with American businesses and cities to encourage 

even better trade partnerships between the Brits and Americans.  I want to thank the US businesses, 

innovators and investors who help contribute to London’s success.  We also thank American students, 

tourists, visitors and others who love London and our country. 

 

Many Brits will see the raft of comments about London made by President Trump as hardly in tune with the 

special relationship between our two countries. 

 

The US has also made clear that its first priority in Brexit negotiations is to secure a trade deal with the 

European Union (EU).  The United Kingdom (UK) is simply not able to enter into new trade deals with other 

countries until we have left the EU.  Therefore, the UK Government’s focus should be on getting a good 

deal from the Brexit negotiations.  43% of UK exports in goods and services are to the EU, making it our 

largest trading partner by far.  The best way to protect this trade along with the jobs and investment that it 

creates is by negotiating a Brexit that keeps the UK in the single market and customs union. 

 

The second request for an oral update is about Carillion from Assembly Member Dismore? 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Yes, thank you. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The collapse of Carillion is a worrying time for the thousands of staff 

and subcontractors affected, as well as those who receive the services they provide.  My team has been in 

contact with the organisations that make up the Greater London Authority (GLA) family regarding the 

collapse at Carillion.  We have been assured that plans are in place to ensure any services that involve 

Carillion are maintained and we will continue to monitor the situation.  It is a key priority of mine to work 

with TfL and trade unions over the coming days to do what I can to protect jobs and livelihoods.  I am clear 

that these services must be maintained, and I will do what I can to protect the jobs and livelihoods of staff 

providing essential services to Londoners. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Assembly Member Kurten? 

 

David Kurten AM:  Thank you, Chair.  Yes, thanks for your answer, Mr Mayor.  I asked you about the 

relationship we have with the US and President Trump and your comments that you have made about 

President Trump when he decided not to visit the UK last week. 

 

Some people have concerns that your comments and the comments of others could possibly be detrimental 

to a future relationship between this country and the US.  Now, as Mayor of London, your responsibility is 

to look after the transport network and to look after police and crime and make sure we have lower crime in 

this city. 

 

Do you think that some of your comments are detrimental to a possible future relationship between us?  

You did mention that you love America and Americans.  Do you realise that 60 million American people 

voted for President Trump?  Your comments are alienating perhaps half of the American people.  Do you -- 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  One of my friends was murdered by a man who shouted the words 

“Britain First” when he shot and stabbed.  I do not apologise -- 

 

David Kurten AM:  Mr Mayor, what does that have to do with President Trump? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- for calling out a President who retweets what the leaders of Britain 

First are doing, thereby amplifying racist tweets from a racist organisation. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Twitter has now banned this woman from Twitter.  I am appalled that a 

member of a political party standing in the Assembly does not call out somebody amplifying messages from 

a racist.  I will not apologise for calling that out.  President Trump was wrong to retweet not once, not twice, 

but three times the tweets of a racist from a vile, fascist group. 

 

David Kurten AM:  Mr Mayor, one of the things that you did call President Trump out on was when you 

said you did not agree with the travel bans that he introduced soon after he became President.  Recently 

you went to Pakistan to visit that nation.  Pakistan has a travel ban on Israeli citizens visiting the country.  

You condemned President Trump for his travel bans.  Do you condemn travel bans on Israeli citizens? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Absolutely.  When we had a reception here for high commissioners and 

ambassadors last year in City Hall, I was critical of those countries that have travel bans. 

 

David Kurten AM:  Why did you welcome ambassadors from countries with travel bans to City Hall and 

spend taxpayers’ money on wining and dining them, but also you are not welcoming President Trump to the 

UK.  Is there not a difference in your actions? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  This is a good example of the hypocrisy of politicians.  On the one 

hand, your question is based on the pretext of trying to have better trade links with businesses and 

countries around the world.  On the other hand, you are criticising the Mayor for showing hospitality to high 

commissioners and ambassadors from around the world.  Which one is it? 

 

David Kurten AM:  I am asking you, Mr Mayor.  This is Mayor’s Question Time.  Well, I will end my 

questioning here because I am out of time.  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Thank you, Assembly Member Kurten. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  He was out of order and out of time. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Assembly Member Devenish? 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  I had hoped for an oral update - and it may not have got through to your system - on 

a letter that my Council Leader, Councillor Nickie Aiken, sent to you on 10 January to do with the borough 

police merger.  All I would ask this morning, sir, is that you read the letter and please reflect on it?  I know 

everybody makes a special plea, but Westminster is a very special place and we are very concerned about the 

proposed borough merger with three boroughs rather than Westminster.  If you could please read the letter 

and respond, I would be very grateful. 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Noted. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Mr Mayor, that is an opportunity that Mr Devenish has used, and so 

can you just give a quick yes or no? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes.  I beg your pardon, Chair.  Noted.  I will follow that up. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Assembly Member Leonie Cooper, on the update? 

 

Leonie Cooper AM:  Yes, on the update.  Mr Mayor, thank you very much for your answer to 

Assembly Member Kurten.  As you know, the American Embassy has been constructed in my constituency.  

Would you be surprised to hear that many of my constituents have welcomed your remarks and are very 

pleased at the stance that you have taken about President Trump and his visit? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Noted, Chair.  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Assembly Member Boff? 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  At the reception last year which you cited, you said you were 

critical of countries that had travel bans.  It was reported that actually what you were critical of was one 

particular country which was going to have a travel ban and which had intended to have a travel ban - ie the 

US, which has its regrettable travel ban against certain Muslim countries - but you said that in the presence 

of representatives from Bangladesh, Brunei, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Pakistan, Sudan, the United 

Arab Emirates and Yemen.  All of those countries have travel bans against Israeli citizens. 

 

Were your comments transcribed?  Did you criticise all countries who had travel bans or were your criticisms 

just for the US? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I have answered this question, Chair, but I will repeat it.  I expressed my 

concern about countries having travel bans on Israeli citizens as well. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  At that meeting? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes, at that time. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Do you have a transcript of your contribution? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am not sure.  I cannot remember what I said.  I make many speeches, 

as you will appreciate, but I am sure that Assembly Member Boff -- 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  You cannot remember what you said but you are sure you said that, yes? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am sure that I was critical of those countries who have a travel ban on 

Israeli citizens. 
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Andrew Boff AM:  At that particular event? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  At around that time, yes. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  At that event? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  At around that time. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  When you had the opportunity of all those countries sitting in front of you listening to 

your speech, you were courageous enough to criticise those countries for their travel bans.  Is that what you 

are saying? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I made my comments on that around that time, Chair. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Sorry, what did you say, Mayor? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I made my comments known at around that time. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  At around that time, not at that meeting?  Earlier you were saying you made those 

comments at that meeting.  It was not at that meeting? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  One of the problems, Chair, when people do not listen to my answers is 

that I have to repeat my answers.  I am not clear on what I say in every speech I deliver.  As you will 

appreciate, Chair, as a full-time Mayor, I deliver many speeches on many days.  What I am sure of -- 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Very good. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- is that around that time, I was critical of those countries that have 

travel plans on Israeli citizens. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Thank you, Chair. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Thank you.   

 


